INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

of acquired characteristics spoken of on page 24. If it be
true that selection for plastic response and a period of play
was found by Nature to produce races of animals who
conquered those who possessed ready-made fixed instincts,
would one not expect as a corollary to find that acquired
characteristics are not inherited ? If they were, would not
that be a retrograde step, undoing the step in advance made
when play entered the world. To put on the worn garments
of the previous generation will be just as bad as to put on
ready-mades. A race of beings with fixed inherited habits
would be just as unfitted to survive as a race with fixed
unalterable instincts, and indeed would be indistinguishable
from them. Man has won in the race against animals with
more fixed instincts, and can, if he wishes, exterminate any
one of them, just because of his childhood period of play.
And the adaptabihty which that play penod gives V"T*I would
be just as much jeopardized by the inheritance of newly
fixed habits as of older fixed instincts. Man is par excellence
an animal that learns. It is far more important to be able
to learn than to have learned. Progress in evolution is like
finding the centre of a maze. It is better for each generation
to re-enter the maze with the power of learning than to start
at the point, possibly in a blind alley, at which the previous
generation finished, Inheriting acquired characters would
involve blind alleys. *s
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